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Photography: A professional photographer will take 
a picture of you as you cross the stage. A proof of 
this picture will be emailed to you at your Georgia 
Southern email address and mailed to your home 
address so that you may decide if you wish to 
purchase these photos. Find out more about this 
service at GradImages.com. 
Concessions: Concession stands/carts selling 
food and drinks will be open throughout the 
ceremonies. For the Statesboro ceremony, The 
concession stands in Paulson Stadium will be open 
for purchasing food and drinks. Please note that 
candidates will not be allowed to carry food or 
drinks into the designated seating area for the 
ceremony. For the Savannah ceremony, concession 
carts will be available for food and drink purchases.
Live Broadcast: There will be a live broadcast 
via the University’s Facebook page at 
Facebook.com/GeorgiaSouthern or can also be 
viewed via the web on the Georgia Southern 
Commencement Live Feed Page.
Diplomas/Transcripts: Diplomas will be mailed to the 
graduates at their diploma mailing address or their 
permanent home address. Diplomas will be mailed 
six to eight weeks aer graduation for students 
who have applied for graduation and completed all 
requirements. 
Accessibility Access: If your guest requires special 
accommodations for a disability, special seating is 
available. Guests entering the stadium from the 
designated handicap parking area should enter 
through Gates 5, 12 or 13 (Statesboro Ceremony). 
Handicap seating for the Savannah ceremonies are 
available on the right hand side of the Exhibit Hall 
near the front. Handicap seating for the Statesboro 
ceremonies are located on the upper level of the 
Paulson Stadium which can be accessed from the 
front. Please see the map for accessible seating on 
the commencement website. If you have questions, 
please contact the Student Accessibility Resource 
Center at 912-478-1566. Please see the map for 
accessible seating on the commencement website.
Sign Language: American Sign Language 
interpreting is available. Guests who need access 
and desire close proximity to the ASL interpreter 
may choose to sit in Section J of Paulson Stadium 
(Statesboro Campus) or near the stage on the le 
side of the Exhibit Hall (Savannah) which will be 
reserved until 15 minutes before the ceremony 
begins. Please see the map for accessible seating 
on the commencement website.
More info: For more information or  
access to ceremony maps, please visit  
GeorgiaSouthern.edu/commencement  




Savannah Convention Center  •  1 p.m.  •  Friday, December 13, 2019 
STATESBORO CEREMONY
Paulson Stadium, Statesboro Campus  •  1 p.m.  •  Saturday, December 14, 2019
FOR YOUR SAFETY 
Ushers are stationed throughout the venue to assist you.
Police Officers are also available on location.
In Case of Emergency—Follow the directions given by the usher and police officer nearest you.
Medical Emergency—Ask the nearest usher for assistance. The usher will contact EMS on location.
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HISTORY OF GEORGIA SOUTHERN
e roots of Georgia 
Southern University 
begin in Savannah.
In 1906, Georgia Southern 
founders from Bulloch County 
met with state legislators 
and leaders from competing 
counties at the DeSoto Hotel, 
where they won the bid for the 
First District A&M School to 
be located in Statesboro.
In 1935, just a half-mile 
away from the DeSoto, 
Armstrong was founded at the 
historic Armstrong House on 
Bull Street.
In both cases, local leaders like 
Lonnie Brannen and Albert 
M. Deal from Statesboro, 
and Lowry Axley and omas 
Gamble in Savannah, 
understood the impact that 
education would have on the 
workforce and the business 
prospects of the region, and 
they put their resources behind 
their beliefs.
In 1924, First District A&M 
School expanded its mission 
and became the Georgia 
Normal School, training 
teachers at the college level 
for the rst time. By 1959, 
the Board of Regents changed 
the school’s name to Georgia 
Southern College, a four-year 
college with diverse programs.
In 1964, Armstrong had 
also achieved four-year college 
status, and just two years later 
completed its new campus on 
the southside of Savannah. e 
move was controversial to many 
locals and city leaders because 
the southside was considered 
“out in the country.” Back then, 
Abercorn Extension ended at 
a barricade right in front of 
the campus.
However, the move proved to 
be visionary, and the southside 
became an integral part of the 
city in later years.
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In 1980, Georgia Southern 
created its rst ROTC program 
with Mercer University’s help. 
Four years later, the University 
assumed responsibility for 
ROTC at Armstrong, and 
the cadres have been linked 
ever since.
Today, our ROTC programs 
draw some of the best and 
brightest from around the 
country, and our cadets are 
routinely among the best in 
the nation. Georgia Southern 
is also a top 10 producer 
of Army nurses in the 
United States.
Our ties to the military don’t 
end there. Fort Stewart is the 
largest Army base east of the 
Mississippi, and has provided 
a huge opportunity for us to 
connect with our community. 
In 1998, Armstrong worked 
with Georgia Southern and 
other USG institutions to 
create the Liberty Center—
now the Liberty Campus—
which serves the large 
population of active-duty 
and veteran military and 
their families. Both Georgia 
Southern and Armstrong have 
been designated Military-
Friendly institutions for 
years, a trend we will proudly 
continue as a consolidated 
University.
With the reinstatement of 
football in 1982, Georgia 
Southern began to get noticed 
on the national stage. During 
the Eagles run of championships 
under head coach Erk Russell, 
enrollment doubled. 
By 1990, this explosive 
growth and the hard work 
of faculty and sta led to its 
designation as a University. 
Just six years later, Armstrong 
gained University status as 
well, and the two institutions 
expanded their program 
oerings and regional impact.
In 2017, Georgia Southern 
and Armstrong consolidated to 
become one Georgia Southern 
University, and is now the 
largest public university south 
of Atlanta and the fth largest 
in the state. Focused on student 
success, the University seeks 
to help our students get the 
rsthand, experiential training 
that will help them enter 




Georgia Southern is now 
the fih largest public 
university in Georgia and 
the largest south of Atlanta.
Georgia Southern University 
is now ranked as an “R2” 
high research institution, 
placing it in the top 6% of 
all institutions ranked by 
the Carnegie Classication 
of Institutions of Higher 
Education. e “R2” 
designation is the second-
highest classication for 
research institutions.
Named “Military-
Friendly” Gold school 
for the seventh year in a row 
by Victory Media, publisher 
of G.I. Jobs, STEM Jobs and 
Military Spouse magazines, 
and ranked number one in 
the best schools for 
military students by Best 
for Vets Colleges.
e Armstrong Campus 
is ranked number three by 
Military Times for the Best 
Colleges of 2018. 
For the seventh year in a row, 
Georgia Southern University 
was named one of the 
nation’s top eco-friendly 
campuses in e Princeton 
Review’s Guide to 361 Green 
Colleges: 2018 Edition.
Georgia Southern ranked 
in the top five percent 
of schools for gender 
diversity according to 
College Factual. In the 2019 
rankings for gender diversity 
at colleges and universities 
nationwide, Georgia Southern 
University ranked No. 82 
out of 2,486, with a gender 
diversity of 49.1 percent male 
and 50.9 percent female.
Georgia Southern 
University is one of six 
postsecondary institutions 
included on the prestigious 
2018 Green Ribbon 
Schools list by the U.S. 
Department of Education 
for its environmental 
accomplishments. Areas 
of recognition include 
sustainability, health, physical 
education, safety policies, food 
service and environmental and 
sustainability curriculum.
Georgia Southern University’s 
Department of Biology 
is the largest center 
for biology research 
and education in 
southern Georgia.
Georgia Southern’s 
Allen E. Paulson College 
of Engineering and 
Computing opened the 




in August 2015, with the rst 
cohort graduating in 2019. 
e program is one of only 
20 in the nation and one of 
only three in the Southeast 
United States.
e Armstrong Campus in 
Savannah was designated as 
the first college campus 
in the country to have 
a collegiate chapter 
of the National Latina 
Organization MANA, 
which represents the interests 
of Latina women, youth 
and families in the areas 
of education, health and 
well-being, nancial literacy, 
equal and civil rights and 
immigration reform.
e Eagle Battalion is 
proud to have one of the 
largest Army ROTC 
Nursing programs 
in the nation. Georgia 
Southern’s School of Nursing 
is consistently ranked among 
the top in the country. e 
strong relationship between 
these elite programs has 
ensured that our nurse cadets 
receive top quality education 
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and experience while being 
held to high academic and 
ethical standards, preparing 
them to become both Army 
ocers and leaders in the eld 
of medicine.
Georgia Southern University 
established its first 
permanent scientific 
field station known as the 
Engham Wetlands. e 
property of about 1,400 acres, 
is located in Engham and 
Chatham counties.
e Betty Foy Sanders 
Georgia Artists 
Collection, one of Georgia 
Southern University’s largest 
permanent collections, 
recently celebrated its 50th 
anniversary. e collection 
was established in 1967 
by former Georgia rst 
lady Betty Foy Sanders, a 
Statesboro native.
Georgia Southern University 
has been named a top 
four-year university 
on the Phi eta Kappa’s 
Transfer Honor Roll for 
creating pathways to support 
transfer students. It was 
recognized on a list of only 
112 colleges and universities 
in the U.S.
Georgia Southern University 
received an honorable 
mention designation for 
the most recent Climate 
Leadership Awards from 
Second Nature and the U.S. 
Green Building Council. 
e Climate Leadership 
Awards recognize advanced 
leadership in sustainability, 
climate change mitigation 
and resilience at college 
and university campuses. 
e honorable mention 
designation is the second 
highest an institution 
can receive. e nalists 
included only nine four-year 
institutions, among them, 
Furman University, Duke 
University, two Ivy League 
schools and three universities 
from California, all widely 
known and supported 
for their commitment to 
sustainability. Second Nature 
is a national nonprot that 
works to accelerate climate 
action in, and through, higher 
education.
Georgia Southern’s online 
programs are consistently 
high in national rankings 
including the top 10 online 
universities. Other top 
online rankings include 
number one in best online 
master’s in Educational 
Leadership, master’s in 
Computer Science and online 
BSN degrees. Also ranking 
second in online master’s in 
Early Childhood Education, 
doctorate of Nursing Practice, 
in Exercise Science, Sports 
Management and master’s 
degree in Kinesiology.
Georgia Southern University’s 
accreditation has been 
rearmed by the Southern 
Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission 
on Colleges (SACSCOC) 
through the year 2025. e 
rearmation demonstrates the 
University’s commitment to the 
highest educational standards.
According to a University 
System of Georgia report, 
Georgia Southern University 
has an annual economic 
impact of just more 
than $1 billion on the 
region it serves. e report 
says Georgia Southern 
is a signicant part of 
the USG’s $16.8 billion 
economic impact on the 
state of Georgia. e report 
said 11,535 jobs can be 
tied to Georgia Southern, 
contributing to an annual 
economic impact measured at 
$1.02 billion.
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Georgia Southern University is the state’s largest and most comprehensive 
center of higher education south of Atlanta. With 141 degree programs 
at the bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral levels, Georgia Southern has been 
designated a Carnegie Doctoral/R2 university and serves more than 
26,000 students from all 50 states, Washington D.C., and Puerto Rico as 
well as 102 nations.
With three vibrant campuses — the Statesboro Campus, the Armstrong 
Campus in Savannah and the Liberty Campus in Hinesville — Georgia 
Southern o ers an attractive campus environment that encourages learning, 
discovery and personal growth. Georgia Southern is accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and has earned special 
accreditation from professional and academic associations that set standards 
in their  elds.
Emphasizing academic distinction, excellent teaching, research and 
student success, Georgia Southern o ers both undergraduate and 
graduate students through nine colleges: the Allen E. Paulson College 
of Engineering and Computing, the College of Arts and Humanities, 
the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences, the College of Education, 
the College of Science and Mathematics, the Jack N. Averitt College of 
Graduate Studies, the Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health, the Parker 
College of Business and the Waters College of Health Professions.
Founded in 1906, Georgia Southern has grown to three campuses: a 
900-acre quintessential college setting in Statesboro, featuring Georgian-
style, red-brick historic buildings and modern contemporary buildings set 
amid pines and oaks and home to more than 20,000 students; a 268-acre 
arboretum campus just minutes away from historic downtown Savannah 
and a short drive from the sunny beaches of Tybee Island with more than 
100 programs and some 6,000 students; and a modern, state-of-the-art 
facility in Hinesville geared for local and military-a  liated students.
Georgia Southern  elds 17 NCAA teams with storied programs that have 
achieved national accolades on and o  the  eld. In addition to six FCS 
national football championship  ags  ying at Allen E. Paulson Stadium, 
Georgia Southern teams and individuals regularly compete for conference 
and national honors. In 2014, Georgia Southern moved to the Football 
Bowl Subdivision’s Sun Belt Conference, claiming the Sun Belt crown 
in its  rst season in the Conference. In 2015, the team won the 17th 
GoDaddy Bowl in its  rst season of bowl eligibility, and recently achieved 
its second bowl victory at the 2018 Raycom Media Camellia Bowl.  e 
University’s athletics teams include football, men’s and women’s basketball, 
baseball, volleyball, men’s and women’s golf, men’s and women’s tennis, 
indoor and outdoor track and  eld, cross country, swimming and diving, 
softball, men’s and women’s soccer and women’s ri e.
 e University also has an active alumni program serving 120,000 alumni 
around the world. Some of the University’s prominent alumni include: 
Otis S. Johnson, Ph.D., a two-time mayor of Savannah (Armstrong); 
country music star Luke Bryan; Mike Davis, executive director of the 
United States Golf Association; Stratton Leopold, Hollywood producer 
and local entrepreneur (Armstrong); Hala Moddlemog, president of the 
Metro Atlanta Chamber; and Dan Cathy, chairman, president and chief 
operating o  cer of Chick- l-A.
For more information, visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu.
 e Georgia Southern 
University seal symbolizes 
the University and its history. 
 e seal depicts the Marvin 
Pittman Administration 
Building, which was built in 
1907 and anchors Sweetheart 
Circle, the iconic lawn of picturesque live oaks, magnolias 
and pecan trees that are indicative of southeastern and coastal 
Georgia.  e Circle's main entrance is featured as a brick-walled 
gateway, with each side topped by a lamp of knowledge.  ree 
stars symbolize the legacy and traditions of all three campuses 
that comprise the University and their rich histories — the 
Armstrong Campus in Savannah, the Liberty Campus in 
Hinesville and the Statesboro Campus.  e year, 1906, indicates 
the founding date of Georgia Southern University as the First 







 e presidential medallion 
and chain, worn by the 
president of Georgia 
Southern University as part 
of the president’s academic 
regalia, symbolizes the 
University and signi es the 
authority and responsibility 
of its highest executive 
o  ce. Georgia Southern’s 
presidential medallion and 
chain is a custom-designed, 
handcrafted work of art.
Professor Christina Lemon 
and Georgia Southern 
alumna Madeline Shelor 
collaborated on the custom design and creation of the medallion 
and chain using a combination of traditional methods and new 
technology. 
 e medallion is a three-and-one quarter inch circular pendant 
form made from sterling silver and accented with two blue 
Sapphire cabochon stones (smooth rounded stones).  e 
dimensional medallion design features a cast sterling silver relief 
of the Georgia Southern University seal design.  e center of 
the seal design includes a relief image of the iconic Marvin 
Pittman Administration building on historic Sweetheart Circle. 
Encircling the central seal design are stylized oak leaf and acorn 
motifs, the enduring emblem of strength, stability, honor and 
longevity. Each oak leaf is crafted in relief and hand engraved. A 
smaller oak leaf motif continues on the reverse side.
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At Georgia Southern University, our learner-centered culture 
prepares us to think, lead, teach and serve. We value collaboration, 
academic excellence, discovery and innovation, integrity, openness 
and inclusion and sustainability. We promote talent and economic 
development to enhance quality of life through scholarly pursuits, 
cultural enrichment, student life and community engagement across 
distinctive campuses. Our success is measured by the global impact of 




People. Purpose. Action: Growing ourselves to grow others! Collaboration: Georgia Southern University embraces shared 
governance, teamwork and a cooperative spirit that shapes our 
engagement with students, faculty, sta and communities.
Academic Excellence: Georgia Southern University academically 
challenges students, providing them with the knowledge, 
experiences and support they need to develop into productive and 
responsible citizens.
Discovery and Innovation: Georgia Southern University promotes 
environments and technologies that encourage and facilitate creative, 
problem-solving collaborations among students, faculty, sta and 
community partners.
Integrity: Georgia Southern University creates a caring, respectful 
environment that is deeply committed to ethical decision-making in 
the spirit of collegiality.
Openness and Inclusion: Georgia Southern University values 
the diversity of all people, communities and disciplines with an 
unwavering commitment to equity and inclusion.
Sustainability: Georgia Southern University is a conscientious 
steward of resources and supports the well-being of students, faculty, 
sta and communities.
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JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
Light Blue Doctor of Education 
Apricot Doctor of Nursing Practice 
Royal Blue Doctor of Philosophy 
Teal Doctor of Physical erapy
Citron Doctor of Psychology 
Salmon Pink Doctor of Public Health
Light Blue Education Specialist




White  Professional Communication Leadership
White  Social Science
White  Spanish
Light Blue Master of Arts in Teaching
Drab Master of Business Administration 
Light Blue Master of Education
Brown Master of Fine Arts
Kelly Green Master of Health Administration
Pink Master of Music
Peacock Blue Master of Public Administration 
Salmon Pink Master of Public Health
Master of Science
Copper  Applied Economics
Science Gold  Applied Geography
Science Gold  Biology
Sage Green  Communication Sciences and Disorders
Science Gold  Computer Science 
Science Gold  Criminal Justice and Criminology
Sage Green  Kinesiology
Science Gold  Mathematics
Citron  Psychology
Sage Green  Sport Management
Orange Master of Science in Applied Engineering 
Gold Master of Science in Applied Physical Sciences
Orange Master of Science in Civil Engineering
Orange Master of Science in Electrical Engineering
Science Gold Master of Science in Information Technology
Orange Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering
Apricot Master of Science in Nursing
Sage Green Master of Science in Sports Medicine
ALLEN E. PAULSON COLLEGE OF  
ENGINEERING AND COMPUTING
Gold Bachelor of Information Technology
Bachelor of Science 
Science Gold  Computer Science
Orange Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in Construction 
Orange Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering 
Science Gold Bachelor of Science in Information Technology 
Orange Bachelor of Science in Manufacturing Engineering
Orange Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES
Black Associate of Arts





White  Modern Languages
Pink  Music
Dark Blue  Philosophy
Brown  eatre
White  Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies
White  Writing
Brown Bachelor of Fine Arts
Gold & White Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies 
Pink Bachelor of Music
Bachelor of Science
Light Blue  Art Education
Silver  Communication Studies
Crimson  Multimedia Journalism
Crimson  Multimedia Film and Production
Crimson  Public Relations




Science Gold Law and Society
Dark Blue Political Science
Citron Psychology
Bachelor of Science
Maroon Child and Family Development
Science Gold Criminal Justice and Criminology








Light Blue Bachelor of Science in Education
COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS
Bachelor of Arts
Science Gold  Biology
Science Gold  Chemistry
Science Gold  Geography
Science Gold  Geology
Science Gold  Physics and Astronomy
Bachelor of Science
Science Gold  Biology
Science Gold  Biochemistry
Science Gold  Chemistry
Science Gold  Geography 
Science Gold  Geology 
Science Gold  Mathematical Sciences 
Science Gold  Physics
JIANN-PING HSU COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Sage Green Bachelor of Science in Public Health
PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Bachelor of Arts
Copper  Economics
Drab Bachelor of Business Administration
Drab Bachelor of Science in Business Economics
WATERS COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
Sage Green Bachelor of Health Sciences
Bachelor of Science
Sage Green  Communication Sciences and Disorders
Maroon  Nutrition and Food Science
Gold  Rehabilitation Sciences
Gold  Respiratory erapy
Sage Green  Sport Management
Sage Green Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology
Kelly Green Bachelor of Science in Medical Laboratory Science
Apricot Bachelor of Science in Nursing




Undergraduate students, who accomplish a high level of academic 
achievement, as reected by their grade point average, receive 
distinction as follows:
3.5-3.69 Cum Laude
3.7-3.89 Magna Cum Laude
3.9-4.0 Summa Cum Laude
Students graduating with honors are distinguished at 
commencement exercises by a blue and white honor cord attached 
to the left shoulder of their gowns. eir distinction is recognized by 
notation on their diplomas and on their academic transcripts.
UNIVERSITY HONORS  
PROGRAM SCHOLARS
e University Honors Program oers a special Honors curriculum 
to a select group of academically talented students. In addition 
to high academic standards, the Program requires a substantial 
commitment to community service and experiential learning. e 
diplomas of graduating University Honors Program Scholars are 
distinguished by the Honors designation. 
NOTE: Since programs are prepared in advance of the receipt of final 
grades, the listing of candidates and honor recipients may, in some 
instances, be inaccurate. Also, in addition to GPA, there are other 
requirements to qualify for graduation with honors. After graduation 
and all final grades are recorded and all degree requirements are 
complete, honors are re-calculated and will be added to diplomas and 
transcripts, if honors are achieved.
8 9
THE SYMBOLS OF ACADEMIC TRADITION
MACE
Leading the Processional of faculty and administration is the Macebearer, the faculty member 
holding the rank of Professor with the highest seniority of service at Georgia Southern University.
 e mace is a two-and-one-half foot shaft and sphere of cast Everdur bronze and carved 
American walnut.  is representation of the ceremonial symbol of o  ce and authority was 
designed and crafted in 1988 by  omas P. Steadman, Associate Professor of Art. Its angular 
forms and low-gloss  nishes are reminiscent of the medieval battle mace from which the more 
scepter-like academic mace evolved.
 e design of the mace blends forms suggested by native  ora of South Georgia.  e magnolia 
leaves and stems encircling the head of the mace in a double helix symbolize Georgia 
Southern’s link with its region. A small ballast rock, found on the Georgia coast and traced to 
probable British origin, is embedded in the  nial base of the shaft representing the foundation 
of the institution.
REGALIA
 e academic regalia worn by faculty and administration at today’s commencement ceremony 
traces its origin to that worn by faculty and students at medieval European universities.  e 
robes and hoods have evolved as ceremonial garments signifying level of degree, academic  eld, 
and the awarding institution. Today’s gowns for associate, baccalaureate, master, education 
specialist and doctoral degrees are made of a rayon blend, always black. Associate and bachelor 
gowns have pointed sleeves and are worn closed.  e master gowns, also worn closed, have an 
oblong sleeve with a base that hangs open at the wrist.
 e specialist and doctoral gown is the most elaborate, with a much fuller cut and velvet panels 
on the sleeves, around the neck, and down the front.  ese panels may be black or the color 
that symbolizes the subject  eld in which the degree was earned.
 e hoods are black, three and one-half feet long, lined with the o  cial colors of the 
institution, and trimmed in velvet in the color of the degree  eld.
Caps in the form of mortar boards are made of cotton poplin or a similar material.  e tassel 
may be any one of three di erent colors—black, metallic gold, or the color representative of 
the major  eld in which the degree was earned.
DOUBLE EAGLE
 e Double Eagle Society is an incentive program and a joint initiative between the College of 
Graduate Studies and the Alumni Association of Georgia Southern.  is initiative was created 
to recognize our alumni who have earned two (or more) degrees from Georgia Southern: one 
undergraduate degree and one graduate degree or two graduate degrees.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Graduates, 
Congratulations to the Class of 2019! is is a wonderful occasion for you and for Georgia 
Southern, and we are enormously proud of what you have accomplished. As you turn your 
tassel and look beyond your time here at Georgia Southern, I hope that you take great pride in 
achieving this milestone in your journey – we are so excited to celebrate with you today. 
I applaud you for the hard work you’ve put in to get to this point. By choosing to pursue a 
degree at Georgia Southern, you’ve not only chosen to build a sure academic foundation for 
yourself, you’ve also decided to pursue the real-world, rst-hand experiences that will set you 
apart from your peers. Many of you have engaged in signicant research projects, translating 
your theoretical learning to solve practical problems here and now. Some of you have traveled 
to other countries, where you’ve been introduced to new cultures, languages and ideas. And 
some of you have immersed yourself in campus life, service and leadership, where you’ve 
learned more about yourself and others than any classroom could provide.
With the investment you have made in your future, you are now prepared to take the 
knowledge, skills, and credentials you’ve acquired to leave here and make an extraordinary 
impact on our region, our state, our nation and beyond. Your success is our success, and our 
world needs your talents, your passion and your innovative ideas to steer us ahead into a bright 
future. We are counting on you, and I have never been more condent in our future.  
As you leave here today and take the next step in your journey, we welcome all of you as the 
newest members of Georgia Southern alumni. Eagle Nation is strong, and takes pride in our 
traditions, our values and the quality of our graduates. You have joined the ranks of great 
leaders in Georgia and around the world who represent the best of Georgia Southern. As you 
nd success in whatever path you take, I encourage you to nd ways to serve your community 
and impact others, so those who follow you will have the same opportunities to succeed that 
you have found. 
Congratulations again, and best wishes to you all.
Dr. Kyle Marrero 
President, Georgia Southern University 
People. Purpose. Action: Growing ourselves to grow others! 
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FACULTY MARSHALS  
SAVANNAH
 JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES  PATRICIA HOLT, Ed.D., Professor,  
   Leadership, Technology and Human Development
 WATERS COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS JANET BRADSHAW, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
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 COLLEGE OF EDUCATION PEGGY SHANNON-BAKER, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
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 PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS TIMOTHY D. CAIRNEY, Ph.D., Professor, School of Accountancy
 JIANNPING HSU COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH WILLIAM MASE, DrPH, Associate Professor,  
   Health Policy and Community Health
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 ENGINEERING AND COMPUTING FRANK KATZ, M.S., Assistant Professor, Information Technology
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 COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES JOSHUA WILLIAMS, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Associate Chair, Psychology
 COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES  RAYMOND GADDY, MFA, Assistant Professor and Gallery Director,  
   Betty Foy Sanders Department of Art
STATESBORO
 JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES  KATIE L. BRKICH, Ph.D., Associate Professor,  
   Elementary and Special Education
  KELLY L. SULLIVAN, Ph.D., Associate Professor,  
   Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Environmental Health Sciences
 WATERS COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS ROSE MARY GEE, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Nursing 
  GREG RYAN, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Kinesiology
 COLLEGE OF EDUCATION SHELLI CASLER-FAILING, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
   Middle Grades and Secondary Education
  LUCAS JENSEN, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
   Leadership, Technology and Human Development
 PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS WILLIAM AMPONSAH, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Economics
  STEPHANIE R. SIPE, Ph.D., Professor, School of Accountancy
 JIANNPING HSU COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH TILICIA MAYO-GAMBLE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
   Health Policy and Community Health
  MARINA EREMEEVA, Ph.D., Professor,  
   Biostatistics, Epidemiology and Environmental Health Sciences
 ALLEN E. PAULSON COLLEGE OF  CELINE MANOOSINGH, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
 ENGINEERING AND COMPUTING  Civil Engineering and Construction
  DR. MARCEL ILIE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Mechanical Engineering
 COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS JAMES S. REICHARD, Ph.D., Professor, Geology and Geography
  J. CHECO COLON-GAUD, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Biology
 COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES JONATHAN GRUBB, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
   Criminal Justice and Criminology
  JAMES BIGLEY, Ph.D., Professor, School of Human Ecology
 COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES  CAREN TOWN, Ph.D., Professor, Literature
  SCOTT NORTON PEASE, MFA, Associate Dean, 




 JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES  CHRISTOPHER E. HENDRICKS, Ph.D., Professor, History 
 WATERS COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS DOUGLAS MASINI, Ed.D., Professor and Department Chair,  
   Diagnostic and erapeutic Sciences
 COLLEGE OF EDUCATION NANCY REMLER, Ph.D., Associate Professor,  
   Middle Grades and Secondary Education
 PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS RICHARD McGRATH, Ph.D., Professor, Economics
 JIANNPING HSU COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH NANDI MARSHALL, DrPH, Associate Professor,  
   Health Policy and Community Health
 ALLEN E. PAULSON COLLEGE OF  
 ENGINEERING AND COMPUTING WAYNE JOHNSON, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Mechanical Engineering
 COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS AMY POTTER, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Geology and Geography
 COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES DAN SKIDMORE-HESS, Ph.D., Professor and Assistant Dean,  
   College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
  MAXINE BRYANT, Ph.D., Lecturer and Chief Diversity Officer,  
   Criminal Justice and Criminology and Provost's Office
 COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES  ELIZABETH DESNOYERS-COLAS, Ph.D., Associate Professor,  
   Communication Arts
STATESBORO
 JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES  RAYMONA LAWRENCE, DrPH, Associate Professor,  
   Health Policy and Community Health
  BRITTON McKAY, Ph.D., Professor, School of Accountancy
 WATERS COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS MELISSA GARNO, Ed.D., Professor and Associate Chair, Nursing
  BARRY MUNKASY, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Kinesiology
 COLLEGE OF EDUCATION KYMBERLY HARRIS, Ph.D., Associate Professor,  
   Elementary and Special Education
  ALEXANDRA REYES, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
   Middle Grades and Secondary Education
 PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS BRITTON C. McKAY, Ph.D., Professor, School of Accountancy
  STANLEY D. SUBOLESKI, Ph.D., Lecturer, Management
 JIANNPING HSU COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH JOSEPH TELFAIR, DrPH, Professor, Health Policy and Community Health
  JOANNE CHOPAK-FOSS, Ph.D., Associate Professor,  
   Health Policy and Community Health
 ALLEN E. PAULSON COLLEGE OF  JAMES HARRIS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Computer Science 
 ENGINEERING AND COMPUTING ROGER PURCELL, Ph.D., Assistant Professor,  
   Civil Engineering and Construction
 COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS STEPHEN W. CARDEN, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Mathematical Sciences
  EMILY KANE, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Biology
 COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES BRENDA BLACKWELL, Ph.D., Professor and Associate Dean,  
   College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
  BRENT WOLFE, Ph.D., Professor, School of Human Ecology
 COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES  BRADLEY EDWARDS, Ph.D., Senior Lecturer, Literature
  CAMERON CLEMENTS, M.A., Lecturer, Writing and Linguistics
  JAMES WOODS, Ph.D., Professor, History
  ROBERT COSTOMIRIS, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Literature
  SARAH McCARROLL, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Communication Arts
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LAURA HARRIS, AWARD-WINNING TELEVISION ANCHOR
Laura Harris graduated from Georgia Southern University with a bachelor’s degree in sport 
management. Currently, the University Honors Program scholar co-anchors the morning and 
midday newscasts at NBC5 in Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas. Prior to that, she was a member of 
the news team at the ABC aliate in Tampa, Florida, where she won an Emmy Award and two 
Associated Press awards for breaking news coverage. Harris has also been an anchor and news 
reporter at television stations in Athens, Georgia, and Charleston, South Carolina. Harris grew 
up in the Atlanta area where her parents still live. A member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., 
Harris played Division I soccer while a student at Georgia Southern.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS - CONTINUED
THE PLATFORM PARTY 
KYLE MARRERO, DMA, President
LAURA HARRIS, B.S., Alumna (‘08) and award-winning Journalist
CARL L. REIBER, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
ROBERT L. WHITAKER, MBA, Vice President for Business and Finance
SCOT LINGRELL, Ph.D., Vice President for Enrollment Management
MELANIE L. MILLER, Ed.D., Vice President for Student Affairs
TRIP C. ADDISON, MBA, Vice President for University Advancement
JOHN C. LESTER, DPA, Vice President for University Communications and Marketing
CURTIS E. RICKER, D.A., Dean, College of Arts and Humanities
RYAN SCHROEDER, Ph.D., Dean, College of Behavioral and Social Sciences
ALLEN C. AMASON, Ph.D., Dean, Parker College of Business
AMY R. HEASTON, Ed.D., Dean, College of Education
MOHAMMAD S. DAVOUD, Ph.D., Dean, Allen E. Paulson College of Engineering and Computing
ASHLEY D. WALKER, Ph.D., Dean, Jack N. Averitt College of Graduate Studies
A. BARRY JOYNER, Ph.D., Dean, Waters College of Health Professions
LISANDRA R. CARMICHAEL, Ph.D., Dean, University Libraries
STUART H. TEDDERS, Ph.D., Dean, Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health
DELANA A. GAJDOSIK-NIVENS, Ph.D., Dean, College of Science and Mathematics 
HELEN BLAND, Ph.D., President, Faculty Senate
AVA EDWARDS, MBA, Chair, Staff Council
JUWAN SMITH, President, Student Government Association, Senior, Civil Engineering
SAMANTHA GROVENSTEIN-DEAL, BBA, President, Alumni Association 
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PROGRAM 
*PROCESSIONAL  Pomp and Circumstance (Military March No. 1, Op.39) by Edward Elgar
Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
MACEBEARER  OLAVI ARENS, Ph.D., Professor, History
*NATIONAL ANTHEM  Savannah 
TAYLOR COOPER, Junior, Bachelor of Music, Music Education
Statesboro 
  MOLLY ANDERSON, Graduate Student, Master of Music, Voice Performance
 WELCOME  PRESIDENT MARRERO
 INTRODUCTION OF SGA PRESIDENT  PRESIDENT MARRERO
 SGA PRESIDENT MR. JUWAN SMITH
 INTRODUCTION OF  
 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT PRESIDENT MARRERO
 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT MS. SAMANTHA GROVENSTEIN-DEAL
 INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER PRESIDENT MARRERO
 COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS  MS. LAURA HARRIS
 INTRODUCTION OF THE PROVOST PRESIDENT MARRERO
 RECOGNITION OF EMERITUS FACULTY  
 AND DOUBLE EAGLES PROVOST REIBER
 CONFERRING OF DOCTORAL DEGREES PRESIDENT MARRERO
  PROVOST REIBER
 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES DEAN WALKER
 CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES PRESIDENT MARRERO
  PROVOST REIBER
 RECOGNITION OF HONOR GRADUATES PROVOST REIBER
 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
 Waters College of Health Professions DEAN JOYNER  
 College of Education DEAN HEASTON
 Parker College of Business DEAN AMASON 
 Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health DEAN TEDDERS 
 Allen E. Paulson College of  
 Engineering and Computing DEAN DAVOUD 
 College of Science and Mathematics DEAN NIVENS 
 College of Behavioral and Social Sciences DEAN SCHROEDER
 College of Arts and Humanities DEAN RICKER
 CONFERRING OF UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES PRESIDENT MARRERO
  PROVOST REIBER
 *ALMA MATER Savannah 
  TAYLOR COOPER, Junior, Bachelor of Music, Music Education
  Statesboro  
  MOLLY ANDERSON, Graduate Student, Master of Music, Voice Performance
 **RECESSIONAL English Folk Song Suite by Ralph Vaughan Williams
  Performed by: Georgia Southern University Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
Conducted by: ROBERT DUNHAM, DMA, Professor of Music, Director
* AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND
** AUDIENCE PLEASE STAND AND REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE PLATFORM PARTY, FACULTY AND CANDIDATES HAVE EXITED THE FIELD.
We would like to thank the Georgia Southern University volunteers for their assistance with today’s ceremony.
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JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF 
GRADUATE STUDIES
The Jack N. Averitt College of 
Graduate Studies was established in 
1969 under the leadership of Dr. Jack 
N. Averitt, a history professor and 
dean emeritus who served Georgia 
Southern University for 35 years. 
The College provides guidance for 
students in more than 65 graduate 
degree programs in eight colleges. 
Through the College, students 
experience hands-on training and 
engage in leading-edge research 
with world-class faculty. The College 
of Graduate Studies also provides 
the foundation for the University’s 
graduate program growth and 
development, and supports 
excellence in graduate education, 
and the research and scholarly 





Dissertation: A Conversation on Curriculum 
as Aesthetic Text. e Powers of the Quilt: 
Renderings of Knowledge in a Geechee-Gullah 
Handicraft





Dissertation: Como Se Dice Learning: A Digital 
Ethnographic Inquiry into Experiences of Spanish 
Learners in Georgia
Major Professor: Ming Fang He, Ph.D. 
Doctor of Education
Curriculum Studies
Ellen Marie Loraditch Hotchkiss
Dissertation: Cybernetics, Cyborgs, and Bionics, 
Oh My!: Counterstories of the Intersection of 
Disability + Technology and Its Impact on 
Identities of Adults with Disabilities




Dissertation: Exploring the Narratives of Black 
Male Nurses in Southeast Georgia: Implications 
for the Implementation of Culturally Responsive 
Pedagogy in Nursing Curriculum




Dissertation: Teaching with Passion: Engaging in 
Indigenous ought and Storywork




Dissertation: Actor-Network eory and Animal 
erapy: Uncovering the Relational Ecology of the 
Exceptional Student Classroom




Dissertation: Dis/ability, Difference, and 
Imagination: A Memoir of Becoming




Dissertation: Modeling Technology Integration: 
e Influence of Modeled Technology Integration 
Practices by Teacher Education Faculty on the 
Development of Technology Self-Efficacy in Pre-
Service Teacher Candidates




Dissertation: In-Between Epistemic Paradigms of 
Disablement: A Reflective Journey




Dissertation: Cultivating a Pedagogy of Empathy: 
Teaching Science Fiction In a Changing 
Biotechnological World









Dissertation: More an Fish and Guinea Pigs: 
Integrating Animal Studies into the Curriculum




Dissertation: Poetically Composed, Educationally 
Imposed: Exploring Imagination and Poetics in 
Curriculum—A Memoir




Dissertation: A Fiction of Fragmented Falsehoods: 
e Curriculum of Unwanted Roads Traveled




Dissertation: Qualitative Content Analysis of Policy 
as an Expression of Educational eory on Special 
Education Preschool Placement Options
Major Professor: Paul McLeod Brinson Jr., Ed.D.
‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude  = Cum Laude  = University Honors Program Scholar





Dissertation: A Phenomenological Study of the Lived 
Experience of College Students Participating in a 
Multi-faith Education Program 




Dissertation: Nontraditional Veterans in 
Higher Education




Dissertation: Elementary Leaders’ Reported 
Practices in Providing Equitable Discipline: 
Disproportionality on the Rise




Dissertation: e Relationship Between 
Instructional Leadership Practices and Leadership 
Self-Efficacy of School Leaders




Dissertation: Exploring Alumni Valuation of an 
Undergraduate Leadership Program
Major Professor: Juliann Sergi McBrayer, Ed.D.
Doctor of Education
Educational Leadership
John Madison Jordan Jr.
Dissertation: Stakeholder Attitudes Toward 
Mandatory Student Drug Testing
Major Professor: Teri Danlea Melton, Ed.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
Logistics and Supply Chain Management
Mohammed Anas Irfan
Dissertation: Exploring Operating Persistence and 
Its Value to Firms
Major Professor: Alan W. Mackelprang, Ph.D.
Doctor of Psychology
Clinical Psychology
Kaleigh Elizabeth Judith Wrenn Caldwell
Dissertation: Drug of Choice: An Exploration of 
Coping with Caffeine




Dissertation: An Examination of the Effects of 
Guided-Imagery eme on Stress and Mood 
Following an Ego-Depletion Task




Dissertation: Examining the Effects of Energy 
Drinks on Academic Performance




Dissertation: Moderating Effects of Posttraumatic 
Growth On Suicidal Ideation After 
Combat Exposure




Dissertation: Investigating the Interaction 
between Memory Recall Content and Savoring 
Interventions on Openness




Dissertation: Encouraging Older Adults to Use 
Assistive Devices: e Role of Politeness eory.




Dissertation: e Effects of Mood on Empathy, 
Openness to Diversity, Attitudes, and Willingness 
to Help Marginalized Groups
Major Professor: C. resa Yancey, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Biostatistics
Victor Okechukwu Chukwu
Dissertation: Safety Constraint Optimization of 
Combination Drug erapy in Clinical Trials 
Major Professor: Karl E. Peace, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Biostatistics
Uche Eseoghene Okoro
Dissertation: Assessment of Matching Methods for 
Causal Analysis
Major Professor: Karl E. Peace, Ph.D. 
Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior and 
Education
Kendall Merrell Williams
Dissertation: e Role of Family Context in Family 
Health History Communication Surrounding 
Chronic Disease
Major Professor: Joanne Chopak-Foss, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior and 
Education
Rebecca Lynne Larson
Dissertation: Food Insecurity Among College 
Students at A Historically Black College and 
University: Prevalence, Social Support and 
Coping Skills, and Academic Outcomes
Major Professor: Andrew Rasmus Hansen, DrPH
Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior and 
Education
Swaha Pattanaik
Dissertation: Development of a Community-
Based Oral Health Promotion Program 
for Non-Institutionalized Older Adults in 
Medically Underserved Communities in 
Southeastern Georgia Using the Precede-Proceed 
Planning Model
Major Professor: Raymona H. Lawrence, DrPH
Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior and 
Education
Shannon Antoine-Hardy
Dissertation: Building Intentions with the eory 
of Planned Behavior: A Qualitative Assessment of 
the Salient Beliefs about Cannabis for erapeutic 
Purpose among Individuals with Epilepsy
Major Professor: Joseph Telfair, DrPH
Doctor of Public Health
Community Health Behavior and 
Education
Olivia Ngozi Osaji
Dissertation: Factors Influencing Access to Care and 
Contraceptive Use among U.S. Born and Foreign-
Born Women of African Descent
Major Professor: Joseph Telfair, DrPH
Doctor of Public Health
Epidemiology
Felicia Yeboah
Dissertation: Maternal Smoking During Pregnancy 
and Offspring Obesity: An Association Effect-
Modified by Gestational Age
Major Professor: Joanne Chopak-Foss, Ph.D.
JACK N. AVERITT COLLEGE OF GRADUATE STUDIES
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Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Ashley Kennedy Mitchell
Dissertation: Examining Factors Associated with 
Minority Turnover in State and Local Public 
Health Organizations: e Relationship Among 
Diversity Climate, Career Growth Perception, 
Job and Organizational Satisfaction and 
Turnover Intention
Major Professor: Bettye A. Apenteng, Ph.D. 
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Catherine eresa Palmer
Dissertation: Improving Cervical Cancer Screening 
and HPV Vaccination Rates among Native 
Ghanaians and Ghanaian Immigrants Living in 
Georgia, U.S.A.
Major Professor: Bettye A. Apenteng, Ph.D. 
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Kelora Tinisha Cofer
Dissertation: Association of Health Departments’ 
Completion of a Community Health Assessment, 
Community Health Improvement Plan, 
and Strategic Plan with Better Population 
Health Outcomes
Major Professor: Gulzar Hussain Shah, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Kyle Peter Openo
Dissertation: Epidemiology, Clinical Features and 
Outcomes of Patients With Sickle-Cell Disease 
Hospitalized With Influenza
Major Professor: Gulzar Hussain Shah, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Kristie Cason Watereld
Dissertation: Public Health Workforce Perceived 
Impact of Emerging Issues in Public Health
Major Professor: Gulzar Hussain Shah, Ph.D.
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Lolita Agnes McLean
Dissertation: Assessing Patient-Centered Medical 
Home Readiness Within Pediatric Practices in the 
State of Alabama
Major Professor: William A. Mase, DrPH
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Whitney Nicole Hamilton
Dissertation: Effects of Breastfeeding State Laws 
on Breastfeeding Initiation and Duration in the 
United States
Major Professor: Yelena N. Lyttle Tarasenko, DrPH
Doctor of Public Health
Public Health Leadership
Marie-Kaye Soletchi Sery Seya
Dissertation: Violence Against Children Prevention: 
a System's Readiness Assessment in Côte d’Ivoire
Major Professor: Ashley Walker, Ph.D. 
Master of Fine Arts
Graphic Design
Parisa Farmoudehyamcheh
esis: VIA (Virtual Intelligent Assistant) Art
Major Professor: Jason Murdock, MFA
Master of Fine Arts
Graphic Design
Hans Peter Mortensen
esis: Using Graphic Design to Enhance the Visitor 
Experience at e Center For Wildlife Education 
at Georgia Southern University





















































































Cesar Julio Maceira Jr.























































‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude  = Cum Laude  = University Honors Program Scholar

























































Clint David Cornelius Warnecke
Master of Education
Melanie Marie Allen

















































































Debra Mpho Maseko Runge


















































































William Alexander Bradford Jr.





































Ernest Eugene Zittrouer III















Md Kawser Bin Zaman
Master of Science  
in Applied Physical Sciences
Olubunmi Olubusola Babalola
Stephanie Ann Canonico-May








David Matthew Penn II
Sultana Quader Tania






















































‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude  = Cum Laude  = University Honors Program Scholar
WATERS COLLEGE OF  
HEALTH PROFESSIONS
The Waters College of Health 
Professions (WCHP) houses 
distinguished, nationally recognized 
and accredited undergraduate 
and graduate programs. The 
mission of WCHP is to prepare 
future health professionals 
through academic excellence and 
interdisciplinary collaboration, while 
advancing knowledge through 
scholarship and serving culturally 
diverse communities. Through 
comprehensive and innovative 
programs that enhance the health 
and quality of life for individuals, 
families and communities, students 
can study for careers in nursing, 
physical therapy, sports management, 
physical education, medical 
laboratory sciences, health sciences, 
health administration, exercise 
science, athletic training, nutrition 
and food science, sports medicine, 
respiratory therapy, radiologic 
sciences and communication sciences 
and disorders. 
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Daryl Mattilyn Keith  †
John Louis Kelly III
Kali Lane Koroth
Natasha Sha'Bree Lewis






Brooke Anne Alley  ‡  
Stephen Nathaniel Amos
Andrea Victoria Araujo Handal
Brianna Lamesha Baitey  †
Philathea A. Bawuah




Benjamin Cole Guy Clifton
Kayla Allissia Coates
Kayla Nicole Cobb  ‡
Daeja Lynnae Colquitt
Jakob Andrew Cooper
Brett Lewis Cross  ‡  














Ivana Kevicka  †
Kristen Lee Lacey
Naomi Elizabeth Mason  
Walter McClendon II
Jonathan Richard McDaniel
Chelsey Rose McLoughlin  †
Malik Rashaad Murray
Rakeem Ezell Nelson




Hannah Marie Radtke  †
Charles Laron Reese Jr.
John Jordan Rivers
Sarah Katherine Roberson  †  
Benjamin Taylor Seymour  †
Davisha Lashay Snelling
Cailee Elise Stein  
Sasha Nicolle Stoney
Michaela R. Templeton  
Devon Alexander omas
Gavin Malik omas

















Alexis Burke  †
Jazmine Samariah Burse
Jarren Anthony Campbell  
Gavin Wynne Clements
Geneva Kaylee Collins










Claire Elizabeth Doro  ‡  
Shelby Marie Dowling
Shelby Nichole Durrence  
Allyssa Rose Fail
Logan D. Gordon  ‡
Kadeja Lashelle Green
Alexis Montana Hall
Anna Gabrielle Hassett  ‡  
Caleb E. Hester  





Hailey Ann-Marie King  †
Sarah Nancy Lanham


















Jake Martin Smith  
Allison Raye Souza  ‡
Samantha Stephanie ermidor
Ashlyn Cade ompson
Breanna Lee ompson  
Breanna Renee ornton
Anna Lin Turner
Cally G. Wainwright  




Bachelor of Science 







Lindsey Michelle Duncan  †
Lucy Caroline Fish
Lauren Nicole Frank  ‡
Carole Chevalier Gedin
Bryan A. Gottfried  ‡
Donya C. Guidry  †
Sandra Nichole Hogan  
Elizabeth Brooke Kimbrell  ‡
Katera Zaqueese Latimore
Kristin Ashley Liles  
Falguni Patel  
Jinali Dixal Patel  
Priteshbhai Bharatbhai Patel  †
Svetlana Stepanovna Reut  †
Michelle Marie True
Shonté Dawnise Young
WATERS COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
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Bachelor of Science  
in Nursing
Adu Serwaa Akoto  
Cierra Kathryn Anderson  
Cyndi Andes  
Tyler Erick Arnold
Susan Dulany Atkinson  †
Marc Edwin Barnette Jr.  †
Madison Elle Barrow  †
Joshua Patrick Beasley  †
Alexandria Jane L. Beltran
Rachel Marie Bickes
Brittany Nicole Blocker  
Carly M. Burrell  





Maggie Suzanne Channell  ‡
Jonathan Kit Chiang  
Carah R. Cochrane  
Jordan L. Collins  †
Rebekah Joy Crews
Manami Culp  †
Amber Brianna Davis  †
Amber Nicole Deason  
Kandace Letitia Denson
Olivia Lauren Dowe
Jael Richard Edouard-Lucile  
Dejerra Delia Edwards  †
Jessica Hannah Elkins  
Reed Johnathan Ely
James Nkenjika Ezenwaka  
Della'Ann M. Faircloth  
Presley Elise Fear  
Jordan B. Feider  
Katherine Kelly Ferguson  
Jordyn Kate Folsom
Jared Trema'n Ford




Kameron Letae Grant  
Danielle Latrece Hankins  †
Victoria Leigh Hargrave  †
Amy Jean Hays  
Laura Laci Hewett
Kristen M. Horton  
Cole Pulliam Howard
Rachael Ann Huie
Lilian Wapaemi Ide  
Regan Kelly Jackson  
Amanda Marie Johnson  †
Kendra Atecia Johnson  
Madeline Kate Jones  
Emily Leslie Jordan  †
Ramatu Kamara  
Peter Katai
Kailey Logan Kessler  ‡
Kari Leigh Klingel
Ashley Nicole Kramer-Hester  
Ashley Elizabeth Kyle
Victoria Lafrance  †
Charity Noel Lipham  †
Jimei Liu
Leah Taylor Lord  †
William Tyler Love  
Alyson Gabrielle Lowery  
Jackline Magomere Manani  
Hannah Brooke Mason  †
Jashawn Remell Mobley
Shelby Allyson Moseley  †
Dennis P. Murphy Sr.  
Lauren Eleece Neal  
Falynn Natay Nelson
Jaquelyn Alene Nelson
Mary Tram Van Nguyen  
Katherine Rose O'Donnell  
Lisa Ryan O'Donnell
Taylor Elizabeth O'Neal  
Brooke Michelle Page
Rebecca Mary Parlato  
Jennifer Delaney Polk
Bethany Lee Poole
Kirby Marguerite Prestel  †
Bailey Nicole Ragan  †
Dominic Rey Rivera  
Atziri A. Rodriguez
Corrie Hiers Rooks
Savannah Jane Ruth  
Sophia Christian Sadler  
Danielle Nicole Sapp
Nikole Savkranz-Kirby
Fatu Secka  
Amber Semons
Amber Brooke Sharpe





Danielle Nicole Smith  
Kaylee Sierra Smith  
McKinley Elaine Smith  
Mariah Dawn Smothers  †
Maya LeMin Snyder  
Bria Allysa Sorrells
Mary Buford Spivey
Kayla Lynn Stark  
Kelley McWilliams Stewart
Logan T. Strickland  
Shanna Re'gan Suggs
Alexis Danielle omas  
Enyce Vaughn ompson  
Morgan Audrey ompson
Love J. Turner
Reed Walker  
Vickie L. Walthour
Nicole L. Watkins  †
Shawn Andrew Wharton
Tripp Alexander Whitcomb  ‡
Hillary Louise Whitley
Ashley Karah Wilkerson
Derrion Malik Williams  
Kelsey Lynn Zittrouer  †






Jacob Marques  
Charles David McCallum
Lisa Diane McCoy  
Brian Allen Roberts  
Nakia Roshon Williams
Courtney JoLesia Wilson
‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude  = Cum Laude  = University Honors Program Scholar
The College of Education (COE) 
prepares students to teach, lead, 
counsel and model lifelong learning. 
Our students engage in scholarship 
that provides new pathways to meet 
the needs of a dynamic, diverse 
society. The College facilitates 
access to learning opportunities 
that are authentic, student-centered 
and technology-rich. Historically, 
the bachelor’s degree in education 
is the oldest professional degree 
at Georgia Southern, and from 
1924 to 1955, the entire institution 
focused exclusively on preparing 
future teachers. Today, the 
College prepares future teachers, 
school psychologists, counselors, 
school library media specialists, 
instructional technologists, 
researchers and leaders through 
intensive field experiences, cutting-
edge technology and research-
based instruction.




Jillian Marie Arnold  




Eboni L. Brown  
Kenyatta Brown
Lexie E. Chancey  †





Carlos Antonio Diaz Cortes  †
Jamie L. Durrence  ‡
Natalie Kay Dyer
Macy V. Dykes  






Melissa Dawn Gililland  










Ashlyn Rebekah Jordan  
Stephanie Charlene Jordan
Annah Elizabeth Kirkland
Brandy Kay Maine  †
Taylor Alayne Mansukhani  






Kirstyn J. Morris  ‡
Elena Mousakitis
Harley M. Paradice  
Hannah Grace Pinkston
Robert K. Sammons III  
Miatess Celin Serwe  †
Gregory Tyrell Simpson
Heather Dianne Smith  
Mary E. Smith
James Michael Stettler II
Ashley Stanford Taylor
Callie Elizabeth ompson  †
Stevi Anne ompson
Erin Verdaire Turman









Jessica Ann Wilcox  †
Ginger Ann Wright  †
Sarah Marie Ziegler  
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
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PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
The Parker College of Business 
distinguishes itself from colleges of 
business at other large, nationally 
recognized research universities 
by emphasizing close interactions 
and engagement among faculty, 
students and the business 
community. The College of Business 
seeks to produce career-ready 
professionals upon graduation 
by offering a broad array of high-
quality undergraduate and select 
graduate programs within a learning 
environment characterized by 
inspired teaching, relevant research 
and meaningful service. We equip 
students with the knowledge, critical 







Ryland Perry Fox  †
Lesly Louis




Bachelor of Business 
Administration
Bailey Elizabeth Adcock
Rochelle Olamide Nwanpali 
Olufunke Akolade
Katherina D. Albers    
Yanna Virginia 
Katherine Amason



























William M. Brown III  ‡




Maria  Emilia Bujan  










Rebekah Lynn Channell  
Courtney Taylor Charles
Kenneth Louis Ciarletta Jr.
Dawon Wendell Clark
Luke Russell Clark















Ashley A. Dansby  †









Keimaya L. Downey  †
William Phillip Dunn III
Collin Lee Edgar  †
Ty Alan Engebretson
Nicholas Logan Farmer  


































McKenzie Lee Hodges  ‡
Robert Westcott Hodges
Jordan McKenzie Holmes









Caileigh Ashlyn Jent  †
Braxton Aubrey Johns  †
Conner Meagan Johnson
Delvin D. Jones






Micah Elizabeth Kent  
Shannon L. Kizer
Henry L. Knight Jr.
John Layton Knight  








Timothy Scott Leazer II
Luis Ricardo Ledesma III
Jacob David Lee
Clara Virginia Leis
Marque C. Lenon Jr.
Kahaia Sonyel Lewis
Patrick Edward Little


















William Hobby Mills III


















































Taylor Michelle Roop  ‡
Christopher Shane Rouse
Kathryn Michelle Ryerse  
Ragan Alexis Scha


































Rhett Captain Veal  









Charles Edward Whatley Jr.
Nathaniel Glynn White
Alexis Lashae Wicker














Bachelor of Science in 
Business Economics
Kevin Glen Bressler
Eric Douglas Clancy  †
Alyha Vanida Dethvongsa
Emmanuel Alejandro Diaz Michel
Rachel Hunter Hart  







Drashti Kiritbhai Patel  ‡
Andrew Scott Robinson
Aaron Craig Sutton  ‡
PARKER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
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JIANN-PING HSU  
COLLEGE OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Bachelor of Science  
in Public Health
Rediet Muluneh Assegid



























Re'quan Kyondrec Cha'me Parris
















Aliceson J. Turner 
The Jiann-Ping Hsu College of 
Public Health strives to improve 
health, eliminate health disparities 
and health inequities of rural 
communities and underserved 
populations globally. This is 
achieved through excellence in 
teaching, public health workforce 
development, research, scholarship, 
professional service and community 
engagement. The Georgia Southern 
public health program began in 
1998. In 2004, it was established 
as the Jiann-Ping Hsu School of 
Public Health and endowed by 
a generous gi from Dr. Karl E. 
Peace, in memory and honor of his 
wife. Students pursuing degrees 
in the College can concentrate in 
biostatistics, community health, 
environmental health, epidemiology, 
health policy and management, and 
public health leadership.
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‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude  = Cum Laude  = University Honors Program Scholar
ALLEN E. PAULSON 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
AND COMPUTING
The Allen E. Paulson College of 
Engineering and Computing is 
focused on being a nationally 
recognized leader in engineering, 
computer sciences and information 
technology in the areas of student-
centric and application-based 
teaching, research and service. 
The College trains tomorrow’s 
innovators and entrepreneurs. These 
students are the problem-solvers 
who will lead America’s fastest-
growing career fields. The College’s 
undergraduate curricula are highly 
interdisciplinary, consisting of 
innovative application-based courses 
that build upon and encourage 
collaboration among existing 
academic programs. The College 
provides an excellent education 
in the classroom, combined 
with hands-on learning through 
laboratories, co-ops, internships and 
student research.















Kira Dianne Bowden  †

















Joseph Tyler Long  †
Austin Taylor Love
Pedro Antonio Marrero II





Shawein Anthony Smith Jr.
Daven Alexander Todd
Austin Langley Towler




Michael Hunter Clements  
Kenneth Lamont Cochrum Jr.
Krysta Brooke Davis
Austin Wayne Dollahan  
Jeanellia Soa Garcia
Michael Douglas Gearhart
Guisella Nicole Hernandez 
Canales  †





Clifton Bernard McDonald Jr.
Andrew Patrick Purchell
Bonnie Brooke Rosser















Richard Blake Frazier Jr.
Grin Lee Garris







Wesley James Hutter  
Nicholas P. Jones



























Jerey omas Winslett Jr.
Bachelor of Science 
in Construction 
Engineering
Tyler Akins Robledo  †
Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering
Chikamso Daniel 
Anayor Achu  
Brittany LeAnne Duvall
Charles Samuel Futch









Steven Mark Rice II
Dylan Richard Savage
James Edward Walsh
Tyler Quintin Williams  














Arturo J. Caldera Jr.
Meredith E. Carlson





















Michael Kaschak Jr.  


































Bachelor of Science in 
Manufacturing Engineering
Princess C. Agunu
Ryan J. Daigneault  
Matthew Lance Harley  
eorayn Kyle Lott
Jonathan Allen Malone
Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering
Chandler Wright Avery




































William Vaughn Headley III
James Austin Herrin
Rhodri James Howell  
William Scott Irvin  
Nicholas A. Kaschak
Jason Marquise Kent  
Margaret Wesley Kilpatrick  ‡  
Jaxon Levi Kresses
Felicie Y. Lehirdefallois
Cody S. Lewis  ‡
Rashad D'Wayne Martin
Alexander Patrick Marty
Ervin Jerome McCarroll III
Jacob Alexander Mercado
Juan Jose Morales  
James Connor Norton
Temitope Dorothy Obielodan  ‡  
Timothy J. O'Connell




















Michael Armstrong Turner Jr.  
Tevin David Twine
Pedro Ryan Ufret
Gersen P. Van Gunst  †
Alexander Casper Viljoen
James Walker  †  
Daniel Jacob West  
Jackson Joseph Wiggs  ‡
Peter Waymon Williams Jr.
Benjamin Giles Young
ALLEN E. PAULSON COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND COMPUTING
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‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude  = Cum Laude  = University Honors Program Scholar







Rahjahn Dyron Tyshir Hicks
Jose Ivan Jimenez
Jayson Christopher Jordan

















Jennifer M. Beaullieu  
Taylor Bishop
Trina Golder Biswas  ‡  
Caden Riggs Boyette
Cliord X. Brown
Kaylee Susanne Brown  ‡
Mernyse S. Bruce



















Cory John Flynn  †
Daniel Partick Fogarty
Rhema Michelle Francis  














Jamie Ryann Heninger    
Alejandro Herrera Vargas  †
Ansley M. Herring  
Matthew Grant Hoialmen Sr.
Andrew David Horton  †











Cheyenne Bree Kindel  ‡
Jeery Kyler Kipa
Sarah J. Kistner  †
Caitlyn Margaret Knight
William Scott Laaker




Nhien K. Le  ‡
Rachel Curran Leonard
Alexandrea Grace Levines  †
Emily Tereza Linden
Ariel Joy Mann Lipat  ‡  
Jordan Elizabeth Lodge  †
Madison Celeste Logan
Samantha Strayed MacGuire






Katelyn Dyal Miller  ‡
Mattie Kate Mills
Cameron Austin Milton
Keith Marquette Morgan II  ‡
Zae Autumn Moss  †
Matthew Ellis Moye
Colleen Paige Mullally  
Melanie Muñoz  
Iesha Lashay Murphy
Matisse Monta Murphy  †
Faith Danielle Newsome
Phuong Pham Dong Nguyen  †
Tammy Nguyen
Versace Alexia Nicolls
Emily BethMarie Nist  
Lydia Lea Odlin    
Sajeda Z. Omar
Jordan Chadwick Owens
Mihir Pareshkumar Patel  ‡
Daysia Lenique Petty
Lauren Hailey Phillips
Daylan R. Post  
Monisha Devi Mae Prema  †
Luke Edward Price
Miguel Angel Rangel  






Olivia Grace Roddenberry  
Juliann Loretta Roman
Molly Anne Rowe  ‡  
Jarrett Wayne Russell
Nicole Lynn Scheuermann  
Juané Schoeman
Erin Gabrielle Serface    
Hannah Marie Shores
Nadia Zana Singleton  
Ashlyn Smith    
Zachary Wynn Smith




Daniel S. ompson  
Angelica Catherine 





Cierra Al'Johnarda White  †  
John Miles Wilson  
Al-Amin Abdelmoneim Younis
Lane P. Zeagler  ‡
Kevin Bourke Zeigler
The College of Science and 
Mathematics (COSM) strives 
for excellence and innovation 
in undergraduate and graduate 
research, teaching practice and 
service to our community. Our 
College is a leader in producing 
graduates to meet tomorrow’s 
challenges. Across three campuses, 
COSM boasts state-of-the-art 
teaching and research labs, an 
aquatics lab, two microscopy 
suites, a mass spectrometry suite 
and additional instrumentation 
necessary to support our faculty 
members’ diverse research interests 
and facilitate their numerous 
collaborations. COSM students can 
earn degrees in biology, chemistry 
and biochemistry, geology and 
geography, mathematical sciences, 
and physics and astronomy.
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COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL  
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
The College of Behavioral and Social 
Sciences is focused on offering 
students a variety of enriching 
opportunities that allow them to 
excel in the classroom and gain 
practical hands-on experience 
through challenging research 
projects, internships, volunteer work 
or field experiences. As a result, 
students develop skills in ethics, 
critical thinking, problem-solving, 
creativity and communication that 
prepare them for rewarding careers, 
lifelong learning and engaged global 
citizenship. Graduates will leave 
Georgia Southern prepared for 
careers in a diverse range of fields, 
from social services to psychological 
services, criminal justice, archeology, 




Nicholas Ammons  
























Briana Patricia Jasper  †
Hannah A. Johnston  
Anna Michelle Kwiatkowski  
Elizabeth Livingston 




Quincee Simone Mundy  †
Jacob R. Myers
Patricia Rose Nesdore  †
Chantelle Lynn Nicholls  †
Victoria Isabelle Palacios  †








John Valentino Sheridan IV
Zachery Walker Stovall
Taylor C. Sullenger
Gabrielle R. Szymanski  †
Fielding Glenn omas
Hannah Lee Turner  ‡
Robert McClennon Utley




















Bryn Elise Baring  


































































































Kendrianna Monae Hill  ‡
Hannah Michelle Hillman
John E. Hodges Jr.













Kami Sachae' Johnson  
Shian Ianthe Johnson
Tasia D. Johnson
‡ = Summa Cum Laude † = Magna Cum Laude  = Cum Laude  = University Honors Program Scholar
Catherine Brooke Jones
Tesa Alair Jones  †
Mikayla Averi Jordan



















Kelly Lee Marden  ‡
Faith E. Mastone
Coriona Katlynn Taylor 
Matthews  
Erin T. Maurer  †  
McKenzie Ann Maxheimer  
Tori Christina McBride-Colvard  †
Jahala Briana Mclain
Savannah Ray Miles














Mumia Abu Jamal Orr
Janique Tiara Owens




































































Luciana  Maria Urquilla Salegio
Holly Annabelle Veal  
Edith Marie Vega






















Skylar Morrell Yarbrough  
Madison Amory Young  
Mengling Zhu  
Molly Katherine Ziblut
COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
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COLLEGE OF ARTS  
AND HUMANITIES
As the College of the Creative Mind, 
the College of Arts and Humanities 
seeks to develop students who have 
a passion for learning and a desire 
to understand their world, both past 
and present. The College promotes 
high academic performance and 
empowers students to develop 
their analytical, creative and 
communication skills. A pillar of the 
academic foundation of Georgia 
Southern University, the College 
plays a central role in every student’s 
core of knowledge. It has a solid 
reputation as a national contributor 
to furthering arts and humanities 
and is committed to preparing 









Andrea Kealey Baxter  †
Rebecca Daniella Bearden  ‡
Tyair Blue Ahmad Blackman
Heather Nicole Byler  









Payton J. Dison  †






Amy Patricia Forester  ‡
Abigail Noelle Gardner
Janay Imani Garrett Daniel  
Rachel Elizabeth Gay
Kathryn Lee Grafton  
Pebbles Laeohn Harrison
Madelyn Layne Harvin  ‡




Laura Michaela Hill  †
Daniel Christian Hughes  
Emily Reagan Jackson
Lance Glenn Jackson
Regan Kelly Jackson  
Hannah A. Johnston  
Haille Michele Jones
Jasmine Zenobia Jones
Ira M. Jones II
Julia Linton Kennedy
Melanie Rose Kesler
Lane S. Knight  †
Rachel Curran Leonard
Harmony Grace Lyon    
Dantrell omas Maeweather
Olivia Synclaire Mainor
Devin James McGrath  †  
Lauren Elizabeth McIntosh





Quincee Simone Mundy  †
Abbey Lee Naspinski
Chantelle Lynn Nicholls  †





Megan M. Prangley  ‡
Kristen Ambriel Pritchett
Jannie Nicole Reed
Joiya M. Reid  ‡
Addie Elizabeth Ricketson
Davon Robinson
Alyssa Zara Saldivar  †
Kirkland Chase Sanders  




Hannah Susan Sincavage  ‡
Konner Bishop Smith  †
Jordan Taylor Steve
Jennifer Rylie Sullens
Nolan Elaine Swaim  †
Gabrielle R. Szymanski
Madison Christine Teaster
Rebecca Hope iele  †
Hannah Lee Turner  
Niyira Seles Ward




Justin Chase Wilder  
Shaina Zariya Wright  
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Justine Olaitan Aremu
Jacqueline Mabel Claros  
Samuel E.  
Colon-Rodriguez    
Robert Kyle Ewbank  †  
Kelsey Clair Jacobs  ‡











Rachel Pantone Badger  
Mckorie David Baskin
Kalena Na'Chelle Black
Chelsea Elise Bledsoe  †
Kourtney Nechelle Boutte
Michael Roy Bozeman  †
Jacqueline Sale Bradshaw
Stephen Anthony Bulwinkle  †
Elisha Sha'Dai 
Kamarea Burkes  ‡
Roy Anthony Callaway  
Jahmal L. Calliste
Leslie Cheyen Chavez Garcia
Amber Simone Connely
Deshon Devonta Cooper


































Saige Candice Moore  †
Clare Warren Mulherin
Casey Rochelle Nash












Derrick Kyle Serven  †
Henry Charles Sherrod  ‡
Ivana Roquemore Shockley





Tanesha Stevens  †
Brandon Nicole ompson


















Andrew Demaree Baldwin Lukin  ‡
Savannah Cheyenne Milligan  †
Amelia Kate Parker
Christian C. Sanders
Alexandra Imani Marcile 
ompson  
Taylor Blake Yarbrough  
Bachelor of Science


















































Joiya M. Reid  ‡
Josh Schibi




Samuel Warren Terry II
Jennifer Love Tucker
Grace Marie Verrochi





Frances Michelle Wright-Tellado  




Michelle Alyssa Delgado  









Candace Renee Lane  
James Edward Mack Jr.
Maria S. Merryman
Renecia Remi Miller-Clark  †
Sabrina R. Morrow  †
Maria Fernanda Pimentel  ‡
Littney Evan Turner
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES
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EMERITUS FACULTY
President Marrero has recommended to the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia that the following Deans, faculty and sta 
member be granted emeritus status upon retirement:
DR. CAROL MARIE ANDREWS, Associate Professor of English, 
who retired May 31, 2019. Dr. Andrews joined the faculty of 
Armstrong State College as an assistant professor of English in the 
fall of 1988. A native of Macon, Georgia, she was pleased to return 
to her home state after obtaining degrees from Furman University 
(B.A. in English) and Vanderbilt University (M.A. in English, Ph.D. 
in Modern British and American Literature) and teaching temporarily 
at Tift College and e University of the South. Hired as a generalist 
at Armstrong, she has taught courses in freshman composition, 
literature and humanities, American literature, Southern literature, 
and African American literature, as well as world literature and 
modern British literature in a summer study abroad program in 
France in 1999. She responded to a suggestion from a student in 
a special topics course at Armstrong on the Odyssey and Joyce's 
Ulysses by organizing e Proust Group, an informal reading group 
composed of faculty, graduate students and community members 
that read all seven volumes of Proust's In Search of Lost Time and 
other classic works of world literature. e original Proust Group 
made three trips to Europe to see the locations ctionalized by 
Proust. A second version of the Proust Group still meets as one of 
the Reading Roundtables on the Armstrong Campus and includes 
faculty from English, history, math and the health professions. 
roughout her career, Dr. Andrews was active in advisement of both 
undergraduate and graduate students, serving as a permanent advisor 
in the undergraduate Advisement Center and as the advisor for M.A., 
M.Ed., and Ed.S. candidates during the aliation of the graduate 
programs of Armstrong and Georgia Southern. She also served briey 
as the advisor for Sigma Tau Delta, the English Honor Society. She 
has given presentations at professional conferences on Faulkner, 
Flannery O'Connor, Alice Walker, Toni Morrison and Proust, several 
of which resulted in publication. Her career has been primarily 
focused on student achievement, and she has been lucky enough 
to work with a wide range of students on the Armstrong Campus, 
from joint enrollment students to traditional and nontraditional 
undergraduates, “over 62ers”, and graduate students. For her many 
contributions to the department, college, University and profession, 
Dr. Carol Andrews has earned the title of Associate Professor Emerita 
of English.
DR. MARC DANIEL CYR, Associate Professor of Literature, who 
is retiring December 31, 2019. Dr. Cyr earned his Bachelor of Arts 
(1979) and Master of Arts (1981) degrees in English from Western 
Washington State College He received his Doctor of Philosophy in 
English from the University of Washington in 1991. Dr. Cyr joined 
the faculty at Georgia Southern College in 1987 as a temporary 
instructor of English. Just as the College turned into a University, so 
Marc turned into Dr. Cyr and in 1992 earned a tenure-track position, 
eventually being awarded tenure and the rank of associate professor. 
Over the years, he taught many dierent courses, his favorites being 
classes on War Literature and Joseph Conrad. He also was often one 
of the rst to try out new classes, such as Spy Fiction and Gonzo 
Journalism, and he was the rst to teach the reintroduced Senior 
Seminar capstone course, a class he enjoyed teaching often. Although 
his publication record is somewhat light, he is rather proud of having 
been published in e Chronicle of Higher Education and in PMLA. 
He is more proud of his membership on, usually as chair, the British 
Commonwealth and Postcolonial Studies Conference Committee, 
which since 1992 has organized the only such focused conference to 
meet annually in the United States. Perhaps of most signicance in 
his Georgia Southern career, Dr. Cyr was heavily engaged in shared 
governance via the Faculty Senate, on which he served as an alternate 
or a Senator for 19 of his 32 years at Georgia Southern, most often in 
a leadership role: one of those years he was his college’s representative 
on the Senate Executive Committee, he was elected Secretary six 
times, and elected chair of the Senate Executive Committee and 
moderator of the Faculty Senate three times. In recognition of his 
many contributions to the department, college, University, and 
profession, Dr. Marc Cyr deserves the title of Associate Professor 
Emeritus of English.
DR. TERI DENLEA MELTON, Associate Professor of Educational 
Leadership, who retired July 31, 2019. Dr. Melton earned her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English from the University at Albany, 
State University of New York, and her Master of Science degree in 
Multidisciplinary Studies from the State University of New York, 
College at Bualo. She earned her Doctor of Education degree in 
Educational Leadership from Lehigh University. Prior to joining 
Georgia Southern University, Dr. Melton served as an Assistant 
Professor at Barry University in Miami Shores, Florida; as a visiting 
professor at Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; and prior 
to that, as Director General of the International School of Sosúa—a 
P-12 U.S. accredited international school located on the north coast 
of the Dominican Republic. Dr. Melton joined the faculty at Georgia 
Southern in 2008 as an assistant professor and was promoted to 
associate professor in 2012. During her tenure, Dr. Melton served 
as coordinator of the Educational Leadership Educational Specialist 
program, and then coordinator of the Educational Leadership Doctor 
of Education program and director of Educational Leadership 
programs. rough her work on the redesign of the Educational 
Leadership Doctor of Education program at Georgia Southern 
University, she was instrumental in the program being accepted 
into the Carnegie Project on the Educational Doctorate (CPED). 
Dr. Melton has taught 11 graduate courses along with a variety 
of independent study projects related to P-20 leadership. Her 
commitment to student success has been continually demonstrated 
in her work with Ed.D. and Ed.S. students. In addition to the many 
committees on which she has served as a methodologist and content 
specialist, Dr. Melton has served as committee chair for 66 doctoral 
dissertation committees and 12 Educational Specialist action research 
projects. Dr. Melton’s scholarly interests focus on doctoral student 
self-ecacy, best practices for chairing dissertations of practice, 
doctoral program completion factors, international P-12 school 
leadership behaviors and characteristics, and quality of work-life in 
higher education. She has demonstrated her research through peer-
reviewed publications, book chapters, and national and international 
presentations. For these exemplary contributions to the department, 
college, University, and profession, Dr. Teri Denlea Melton has earned 
the title of Associate Professor Emerita of Educational Leadership.
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PREVIOUS HONORARY DEGREES AWARDED 
BY GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
e Board of Regents approves the awarding of a highly selective honorary degree, which is conferred by University System of Georgia 
institutions to recognize individuals of notable achievement in an academic eld, the arts and letters, their profession or public service. Since 
1996, Georgia Southern University has been privileged to confer Honorary Doctoral Degrees to the exceptional individuals listed below.
THE HONORABLE CARL SANDERS Doctor of Laws August 11, 1996
BETTY FOY SANDERS Doctor of Fine Arts August 11, 1996
ALLEN E. PAULSON Doctor of Science June 14, 1997
THE HONORABLE F. EVERETT WILLIAMS Doctor of Humane Letters December 8, 1997
JACKIE ANDERSON STRANGE Doctor of Letters June 14, 1998
THE HONORABLE ARTHUR GIGNILLIAT Doctor of Humane Letters December 19, 1998
WILLIAM FREEMAN Doctor of Letters May 8, 1999
EMMA KELLY Doctor of Fine Arts May 9, 1999
EUGENE M. BISHOP Doctor of Letters May 13, 2000
IRVING VICTOR Doctor of Letters December 15, 2001
MARY V. BURNETT Doctor of Letters December 14, 2002 
ROBERT A. BURNETT Doctor of Letters December 14, 2002 
H. DEAN PROPST Doctor of Letters December 13, 2003
HALA MODDELMOG Doctor of Letters May 5, 2007
NICHOLAS J. MAMALAKIS Doctor of Letters December 8, 2007
PHILIP SOLOMONS Doctor of Letters May 9, 2009
FRANK BARRAGAN Doctor of Letters May 8, 2010
ALVA B. LINES Doctor of Letters December 11, 2010
LUIS A. AGUILAR Doctor of Public Service May 11, 2013
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1. From hum–ble  farm be  –   gin – nings Sprung up  from  san - dy   earth    A-
Caryl Cain Brown David Mathew
Georgia Southern University
Alma Mater
mong the tow-’ring pine trees  stands  a  trea-sure  of  great  worth. Her  price  can - not   be
mea –  sured  in     sil  – ver   or    in     gold  but    in    the    love   and  loy  - al - ty  that
ma - ny hearts  en – fold. 
2. rough tri-umphs and through  tri –    als       Our      Al – ma  Ma - ter’s   stood   as
sol– id   as    the   oak  trees   for –    jus – tice and  for     good.  As through these gates we
tra  –  vel   and though our way must  part  our   Geor-gia   Sou–thern mem’–  ries we’ll
keep with - in    our   hearts. 
Georgia  Sou-thern U - ni -ver-si-ty,  On  ea-gles  wings  you
Chorus




Freedom is a non-releasable American Bald Eagle permitted to Georgia Southern 
University’s Center for Wildlife Education & Lamar Q Ball Jr. Raptor Center 
Today, Georgia Southern University acknowledges the remarkable achievements of our 
graduates and celebrates a popular and enduring commencement tradition with the appearance 
of Freedom, our American Bald Eagle mascot. Freedom’s appearance during the singing of the 
Georgia Southern Alma Mater signi es the conclusion of the commencement ceremony. He 
serves not only as an ambassador for wildlife, but as an iconic reminder of the strength and 
majesty of our nation.
Freedom is a male Southern bald eagle that was found knocked out of the nest in Maitland, 
Florida. Only weeks old and appearing like a “brown ball of fuzz,” it was discovered that the 
young eagle had an injury to his beak and su ered from an infection. Rushed to the Florida 
Audubon Center for Birds of Prey, Freedom made a complete recovery from the infection, but 
the injury to his beak was permanent, preventing his release into the wild. With the permission 
of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Georgia Southern acquired Freedom in 2004.
 rough the Georgia Southern University Center for Wildlife Education and Lamar Q Ball Jr. 
Raptor Center, thousands of visitors young and old are embraced by the power of Freedom. 
Freedom is one of three American Bald Eagles housed at the 18-acre sanctuary, located in 
the heart of Georgia Southern’s campus.  e Center also contains numerous species of native 
raptors, reptiles and amphibians. 
For more information visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu/wildlife
Did You Know? 
 e bald eagle is found only in 
North America.
 e bald eagle became the o  cial 
symbol of the United States of 
America in 1782.
Georgia Southern University adopted 
the eagle as its symbol in 1960.
 e bald eagle owes its name to 
the Middle English term “balled,” 
meaning “shining white.”  e adult 
bald eagle’s head and neck feathers are 
all white, giving it the name “balled 
eagle,” meaning “white eagle.”
 e bald eagle has a wingspan of 6-8 ft., 
and makes its home along coastlines and 
large bodies of fresh water.
Eagles are mature at  ve years of age.
Eagles require a 25-mile hunting 
territory and appear to mate for life 
(can live as long as 50 years).
Forty years ago, the bald eagle was 
nearing extinction with just 417 
nesting pairs of the birds known in 
the United States. Today, the bird has 
made a remarkable comeback and is 
now o  the Endangered Species List.
In 1983, no nesting pair of eagles 
could be found in Georgia. Today, 
Georgia has more than 177 known 
nesting pairs throughout the state.
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Congratulations
Graduates!
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